PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDADE CATOLICA DE MINAS GERAIS
PROGRAMA DE POS-GRADUACAO EM RELACOES INTERNACIONAIS

CHRISTIAN VIANNA DE AZEVEDO

LOCATING THE CRIME-TERROR NEXUS IN THE TERRORIST ACTIVITY
CYCLE:
The case of Hezbollah and FARC

BELO HORIZONTE
2022



CHRISTIAN VIANNA DE AZEVEDO

LOCATING THE CRIME-TERROR NEXUS IN THE TERRORIST ACTIVITY
CYCLE:
The case of Hezbollah and FARC

Tese apresentada ao Programa de Pos-Graduagao em
Relagdes Internacionais da Pontificia Universidade
Catolica de Minas Gerais, como requisito parcial
para obtencdo do titulo de Doutor em Relacdes
Internacionais.

Orientadora: Rashmi Singh

Belo Horizonte

2022



FICHA CATALOGRAFICA
Elaborada pela Biblioteca da Pontificia Universidade Catélica de Minas Gerais

Azevedo, Christian Vianna de
A9941 Locating the crime-terror nexus in the terrorist activity cycle: the case of
Hezbollah and FARC / Christian Vianna de Azevedo. Belo Horizonte, 2022.
433 1. : 1l

Orientadora: Rashmi Singh
Tese (Doutorado) — Pontificia Universidade Cat6lica de Minas Gerais.
Programa de Pds-Graduacdo em Relagdes Internacionais

1. Hizballah (Lebanon). 2. Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia. 3.
Crime organizado - América do Sul. 4. Tréafico de drogas - América do Sul. 5.
Terrorismo - América do Sul. 6. Contrabando. 7. Lavagem de dinheiro. 8.
Primeiro Comando da Capital (Crime organizado). I. Singh, Rashmi. II.
Pontificia Universidade Catolica de Minas Gerais. Programa de P6s-Graduagdo
em Relagdes Internacionais. 111. Titulo.

CDU: 327.7

Ficha catalografica elaborada por Fabiana Marques de Souza e Silva - CRB 6/2086




CHRISTIAN VIANNA DE AZEVEDO

LOCATING THE CRIME-TERROR NEXUS IN THE TERRORIST ACTIVITY
CYCLE:
The case of Hezbollah and FARC

Tese apresentada ao Programa de Pés-Graduacdo em
Relagdes Internacionais da Pontificia Universidade
Catolica de Minas Gerais, como requisito parcial
para obtencao do titulo de Doutor em Relagdes
Internacionais.

Rashmi Singh (Orientadora) — PUC Minas

Eugenio Pacelli Lazzarotti Diniz Costa (Examinador) — PUC Minas

Jorge Mascarenhas Lasmar (Examinador) — PUC Minas

Monique Sochaczewski Goldfeld (Examinadora) — Instituto Brasileiro de Ensino,

Desenvolvimento e Pesquisa

Vladimir de Paula Brito (Examinador) — Policia Federal

Belo Horizonte, 25 de fevereiro de 2022.



To my parents, Newton and Miriam (in memoriam).



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

’

“Be strong and courageous...’
Deuteronomy 31:6

I thank God for his generous grace in getting me through this process. Writing this
thesis has been quite an experience where I have been confronted with my own deficiencies
and realized that I could not have done it alone. I have relied on the support of many people. I
thank my parents: Newton and Miriam (in memoriam) whose ever-encouraging words always
echo in my mind. I have never heard them saying the word “fear”. They always pushed me
forward and inspired me to explore the ‘unknown’. I am immensely grateful to my wife,
Ariane. I haven’t ever met anyone braver than her. She has endured such hard times during
these last years to help me finish this PhD program. She has never complained, not even
during my long absences. She has kept encouraging me to the very end. She is a real warrior
and we fight alongside each other, to the end. Besides, I could not have done this without the
love of my daughters, Joana and Luiza. They are also made of the same unbreakable steel
their mother is. They have also endured my long absences with the utmost resilience and love,
always smiling and happy, encouraging me every day. I thank my grandfather, Brazilian
Army Lieutenant General Themistocles Azevedo (in memoriam) who walked me through
geopolitics and war studies from an early age and inspired me to seek a career in security and
defense. I also deeply thank professor Celina Realuyo who was the first person to introduce
me to the subject of “crime-terror nexus” and whose passion for the theme prompted my
curiosity to go looking for answers for the many questions I had. I am deeply grateful to the
Brazilian Federal Police for not only assigning me with this noble mission of academic
studies but also funding my PhD and embracing my research with enthusiasm. I also would
like to express my gratitude to CAPES/Brazil for partially financing this study. I would like to
offer my special thanks to PUC Minas’ International Relations Post Graduation Program -
PPGRI professors for everything I learnt from them, for teaching me this incredible subject.
Also my deep gratitude for PPGRI’s staff that were lifesavers in my day-a-day as a post-grad
student. And last but definitely not least; I could not thank my supervisor — professor Rashmi
Singh — enough for her enduring and intense support. Knowing her for a number of years I
can surely say that if I succeeded in finishing this PhD program it was due to her perseverance
in trying to make me a better student. In face of my several deficiencies she has not given up
on me, on the contrary, she constantly encouraged and inspired me to improve and advance;
when challenged by intellectual obstacles that seemed unsurmountable to me, she calmly but
decisively helped me overcome them. Rashmi, you have my eternal gratitude.



“What kind of man is this? Even
the winds and the waves obey him?”
(Mt 8. 23-27)

“Who are you to live in all these many forms?
Your death that captures all.

You too are the source of all that is gonna be born.
Your glory, mercy, peace, truth....

You give calm a spirit, understanding, courage...
The contented heart.”

(The Thin Red Line, 1998)

“Maybe all men got one big soul where everybody is part of,
all faces are the same men,

one big self,

(The Thin Red Line, 1998)

“Dear hero, do not fear, for I am with you everyday.”
ME. 2019



ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to address and explain the types of connections between
organized crime and terrorism in South America — through the steps of the terrorist activity
cycle - considering that their connections are multifaceted. Terrorism functions as a cycle —
with discrete activities leading up to the attack and being followed after the attack. When
studying the nexus between crime and terrorism, one realizes that there has been an evolution
in the relationship between terrorism, organized crime and the state. This evolution led to the
eventual crossing of their paths. To this end, I chose to do case studies on Lebanese Hezbollah
and the Colombian FARC, I categorize both as terrorist organizations, and both operate in
South America. Hezbollah is probably one of the best examples of the crime/terror nexus
phenomenon. The criminal activities in which the group is involved span the globe. FARC, in
its turn, has endured an unconventional war in Colombia for nearly six decades. It is maybe
the best example of the crime x terror nexus that was born in Latin America. Crime and
terrorism play a central role for Hezbollah and FARC. Having these two groups as my case
study, I showed the terror threat that these groups represent for the region, since they are
deeply rooted in the continent. That is why the geographic focus is mainly South America,
considering that this thesis seeks to debate this theme to support/assist future public policy
discussions that address the confrontation of this danger in Brazil and the region.

Key words: terrorism; crime; nexus; Hezbollah; FARC; South America.



RESUMO

O objetivo deste estudo ¢ abordar e explicar os tipos de conexdes entre crime organizado e
terrorismo na América do Sul — através das etapas do ciclo da atividade terrorista —
considerando que suas conexdes sdo multifacetadas. O terrorismo funciona como um ciclo —
por meio de uma sequéncia de atividades que levam ao ataque e que sdo seguidas ao ataque.
Ao estudar o nexo entre crime e terrorismo, percebe-se que houve uma evolugdo na relagao
entre terrorismo, crime organizado e Estado. Essa evolugdo levou ao seu eventual
cruzamento. Para tanto, optei por fazer estudos de caso sobre o Hezbollah libanés e as FARC
colombianas, os quais categorizo como organizagdes terroristas, ¢ ambos atuam na América
do Sul. O Hezbollah ¢ provavelmente um dos melhores exemplos do fenomeno do nexo
crime/terror. As atividades criminosas nas quais o grupo estd envolvido sdo de abrangéncia
global. As FARC, por sua vez, enfrentam uma guerra ndo convencional na Colombia ha quase
seis décadas. Talvez elas sejam o melhor exemplo do nexo crime-terror nascido na América
Latina. O crime e o terrorismo desempenham um papel central para o Hezbollah e as FARC.
Tendo esses dois grupos como meu estudo de caso, demonstrei a ameaga terrorista que esses
grupos representam para a regido, uma vez que estdo profundamente enraizados no
continente. Por isso o foco geografico ¢ principalmente a América do Sul, tendo em vista que
esta tese busca debater esse tema para subsidiar/auxiliar futuras discussdes de politicas
publicas que abordem o enfrentamento dessa ameaca no Brasil e regido.

Palavras-chave: terrorismo; crime; nexo; Hezbollah; FARC; América do Sul.
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