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RESUMO

O surgimento e a evolu¢gdo do movimento sindical sdo analisados de acordo com os
principais fendmenos histéricos e econdmicos a partir do século XVIII. A formacdo da
consciéncia de classe e os caminhos do sindicalismo no Brasil e no mundo sdo descritos e
examinados sob a luz do ordenamento juridico e dos fatores sociais e econdmicos. A crise
que abala o movimento, suas perspectiva e tendéncias mostram que o movimento sindical
precisa de mudangas. Cabe aos atores sociais decidir o rumo do seu destino, o rumo do
movimento sindical.

ABSTRACT

The emergence and development of the union movement are analyzed in the light of the
most important historical and economic events which took place since the 18" century. The
raising of working-class consciousness and the ways of the unionism in Brazil and in the
word are described and examined in the light of the legal system and of the social and
economic factors. The crisis which affects that movement, its perspectives and trends
shows that unionism demands a number of changes. It is due to its social actors to decide
which path to take.



